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Who we are and what we do

▪ A non-profit foundation, founded and supported by 27 

EU member states at the initiative of the EP

▪ 30 Years of ERA!

In 2022 we have celebrated our 30th anniversary. 

More on: era30.eu

▪ Centre of expert knowledge and debate in European 

law that ensures that legal practitioners across the EU 

have the necessary knowledge and training to apply 

EU law -> European public interest

▪ Judges, court staff, prosecutors, lawyers in private 

practice, in-house counsel, notaries, lawyers in public 

administration, law enforcement officers, etc.
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27 EU Member States 

are patrons of ERA
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What makes ERA different

ERA conceives and organises its 
up-to-date training from a European 

perspective.

ERA complements the provision of continuing 
EU law training to the legal professions, 

through partnerships with national bodies.

ERA offers a forum for practitioners from 
different MS to meet and exchange with one 

another and with the EU institutions.

ERA is the only EJTN member with a 
specifically European mission & remit.

ERA is a European actor, 
offering a consistent, complete programme covering 

all important subject matters of European law, 
targeting all groups of legal practitioners
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European Network

▪ One of the founding members and still an active member 

of EJTN (Steering Committee, WGs on Programmes and 

Judicial Training Methods)

▪ Partner of representatives of legal professions at 

European  level e.g. AEAJ, CCBE/ELF, ECBA

▪ Partner of practitioner’s bodies at national level 

(national judicial training institutes, national/local bar, 

local notaries, regulatory authorities, etc.)

▪ Partner of EU Institutions and agencies
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ERA's activities
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Private Law

▪ Private International Law

▪ Consumer Protection

▪ Family Law & Succession

▪ Civil Procedure and ADR

▪ Labour & Social Law

▪ Contract Law

▪ Anti-Discrimination & Gender 

Equality

▪ Tax Law

Business Law

▪ Competition Law

▪ State Aid

▪ Public Procurement

▪ Company Law

▪ Banking Law and Financial 

Regulation

▪ Intellectual Property Law

▪ Pharmaceutical Law

▪ Digital & Media Law

▪ Copyright Law

Criminal Law

▪ Criminal Justice

▪ Police Cooperation

▪ Terrorism and Radicalisation

▪ White Collar Crime

▪ Border Management

▪ Trafficking in Drugs & 

Human Beings

▪ Financial Crime & Money 

Laundering

▪ Defence Rights

▪ Cybercrime

Public Law

▪ Fundamental Rights

▪ Asylum & Migration Law

▪ Institutional Law

▪ EU Law Litigation

▪ Food Law

▪ Environmental Law

▪ Disability Law

▪ Data Protection Law

▪ Administrative Law

▪ Trade Law
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ERA Events in 2023

▪ Alone (51%) or in partnership (49%)

▪ Language regime: 

85% monolingual (consisting of 98% 

EN) vs 15% multilingual

▪ Events in 13 different languages

▪ 67 events online

33 hybrid and 

84 face-to-face events

Annual 
conferences

(27)

Advanced 
training

(127)

Legal 
language 

courses (5)

Other

(8)

Summer 
courses

(16)

Policy 
debate

(1)



Distance learning @ ERA

▪ e-Presentations: 
sustainable legacy of face-to-face

▪ e-Learning: stand-alone courses

▪ Blended learning: combination of forms

▪ Live streams: 
face-to-face events streamed online

▪ Online training events 

www.era.int/elearning

www.youtube.com/c/europeanlawERA 

e-presen-
tations

e-learning 
courses

Blended 
learning

WebinarsLive streams
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http://www.youtube.com/c/europeanlawERA


Resources & training materials @ ERA

▪ Free access

▪ Multilingualism

▪ For end-users (judges, lawyers) and trainers

▪ Civil law, criminal law, environmental law, 
equality law (anti-discrimination, gender 
equality, disability law), fundamental rights

www.era.int -> resources & projects

Training 
modules

Audio and 
video 

podcasts

Libraries
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Top level speakers

Speakers are drawn from a Europe-wide network of experts, 

leading professionals and lawmakers from:

▪ Members or officials of EU institutions explain 

EU legislation from the perspective of the drafters.

▪ Legal practitioners from the private and public sectors bring along 

practical experience in the application of EU law

▪ Academic experts or researchers present analytical insights

▪ Experts from all EU member states

Our participants appreciate to discuss with high- level experts with their 

variety of professions as well as their geographically and professionally 

background. 



ERA Facts and 
Figures
HISTORY & STRUCTURE
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Participants in ERA courses (2023)
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Judge
9%

Court staff
4%

Prosecutor
3%

Private 
practice

19%

In-house 
counsel

9%
Ministry 
official

9%

EU official
13%

Police
4%

Regulator
6%

Other civil servant
6%

Academic
4%

NGO
3%

Other
11%

Open events (total 4348)

Judge 28%

Court staff 14%

Prosecutor 25%

Private practice
 17%

NGO 2%
Police 2%

Academic 5%
Other 7%

EU funded events (total 1961) 



ERA Organs
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Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees advises the Executive Board and 

Management Board particularly with regard to the planning of 

the programme of events. It is composed of individuals who 

are closely involved with European law in the institutions of 

the European Union and within legal and economic circles, 

particularly in the Member States.

Chairperson of the Executive Board

Sabine Verheyen MEP
Chair of the European Parliament Committee 
on Education and Culture

President of the Governing Board

Jean-Claude Juncker  
Former President of the European Commission, 
former Prime Minister Representing 
Luxembourg

Chairperson of the Board of Trustees

Marc van der Woude
President of the General Court 

of the European Union, Luxembourg



ERA Journal

▪ A quarterly journal for legal practitioners and 
academics, published by Springer

▪ Articles on various aspects of EU law, based on 
selected speakers’ contributions delivered at 
ERA events (in their original language)

▪ Section devoted to recent judgments of the EU 
Courts
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ERA and training on detention

Detention and MLA (2020 – 2022)

Detention and MLA – Enhancing Cross-border Mutual Legal Assistance and Recognition 
of Decisions within the Context of Detention (era-comm.eu)

Enhancing Cross-border Mutual Legal Assistance and Recognition of Decisions in 
Countering Terrorism and Preventing Radicalisation in Prisons (2017-2018)

ERA – Academy of European Law > Enhancing Cross-border Mutual Legal Assistance 
and Recognition of Decisions in Countering Terrorism and Preventing Radicalisation in 

Prisons (era-comm.eu)

Improving Conditions and Finding Alternatives to Detention (2016-2017)

ERA – Academy of European Law > Improving Conditions and Finding Alternatives to 
Detention (era-comm.eu)
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https://era-comm.eu/detention-mla/
https://era-comm.eu/detention-mla/
https://era-comm.eu/radicalisation/index.html
https://era-comm.eu/radicalisation/index.html
https://era-comm.eu/radicalisation/index.html
http://www.era-comm.eu/detention_3/index.html
http://www.era-comm.eu/detention_3/index.html


Towards a more Comprehensive and Coherent Approach in Understanding and 
Improving Conditions Related to Detention (2014-2015)

ERA – Academy of European Law > Towards a more Comprehensive and Coherent 
Approach in Understanding and Improving Conditions Related to Detention

Improving Conditions Related to Detention (2013-2014)

ERA – Academy of European Law > Improving Conditions Related to Detention
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https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=9d3f84d7756b2820f5f0b2974535158043b40be100873025789140&amp;_sprache=en&amp;_bereich=artikel&amp;_aktion=detail&amp;_persistant_variant=%2F%52%65%73%6F%75%72%63%65%73%20%61%6E%64%20%50%72%6F%6A%65%63%74%73%2F%43%72%69%6D%69%6E%61%6C%20%4A%75%73%74%69%63%65%2F%41%72%63%68%69%76%65%2F%44%65%74%65%6E%74%69%6F%6E%20%43%6F%6E%64%69%74%69%6F%6E%73%20%32%30%31%34%2D%32%30%31%35&amp;_template_variant3=%44%65%74%65%6E%74%69%6F%6E%20%43%6F%6E%64%69%74%69%6F%6E%73%20%32%30%31%34%2D%32%30%31%35&amp;idartikel=125791
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=9d3f84d7756b2820f5f0b2974535158043b40be100873025789140&amp;_sprache=en&amp;_bereich=artikel&amp;_aktion=detail&amp;_persistant_variant=%2F%52%65%73%6F%75%72%63%65%73%20%61%6E%64%20%50%72%6F%6A%65%63%74%73%2F%43%72%69%6D%69%6E%61%6C%20%4A%75%73%74%69%63%65%2F%41%72%63%68%69%76%65%2F%44%65%74%65%6E%74%69%6F%6E%20%43%6F%6E%64%69%74%69%6F%6E%73%20%32%30%31%34%2D%32%30%31%35&amp;_template_variant3=%44%65%74%65%6E%74%69%6F%6E%20%43%6F%6E%64%69%74%69%6F%6E%73%20%32%30%31%34%2D%32%30%31%35&amp;idartikel=125791
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=9d3f84d7756b2820f5f0b2974535158043b40be100873025789140&amp;_sprache=en&amp;_bereich=artikel&amp;_aktion=detail&amp;_persistant_variant=%2F%52%65%73%6F%75%72%63%65%73%20%61%6E%64%20%50%72%6F%6A%65%63%74%73%2F%43%72%69%6D%69%6E%61%6C%20%4A%75%73%74%69%63%65%2F%41%72%63%68%69%76%65%2F%44%65%74%65%6E%74%69%6F%6E%20%43%6F%6E%64%69%74%69%6F%6E%73%20%32%30%31%33%2D%32%30%31%34&amp;_template_variant3=%44%65%74%65%6E%74%69%6F%6E%20%43%6F%6E%64%69%74%69%6F%6E%73%20%32%30%31%33%2D%32%30%31%34&amp;idartikel=124042


Detention, Alternatives, Mutual Trust and 
Mutual Legal Assistance (2025-2026)

Background leading to current project

•European Judicial Training Strategy 2021-2024

•Recommendation on procedural rights of suspects and accused persons subject to pre-trial 
detention and on material detention conditions from 8 December 2022

•Council of the European Union’s final report on the 9th round of mutual evaluations on mutual 
recognition legal instruments in the field of deprivation or restriction of liberty
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0713
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023H0681
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023H0681
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6741-2023-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6741-2023-INIT/en/pdf


Detention, Alternatives, Mutual Trust and 
Mutual Legal Assistance (2025-2026)

General objective

•To offer a comprehensive overview of EU instruments of mutual legal assistance and 
mutual legal recognition in the field of deprivation or restriction of liberty, placing them 
within the wider context of the applicable Council of Europe recommendations and the 
relevant ECtHR and CJEU judgments, with the intention of facilitating better cross-border 
cooperation between Member States, so as to ensure that the highest possible standards 
are maintained and mutual trust and recognition are enhanced, with the particular aim of 
raising awareness of alternatives to detention. 

•Offer five cross-professional training seminars for up to 50 participants each, which will all 
also offer interactive workshops, and digital tools (five webinars, e-presentations and 
electronic documentation) to enhance the learning experience of judges, prosecutors, 
lawyers in private practice, prison staff and probation officers. 

•Provide a platform for the exchange of best practices, information, and knowledge, 
creating close contacts amongst the various practitioners, who will be sitting in a room with 
each other. Each seminar and webinar will consist of a mix of training methods and will be 
presented by various European and national (legal) experts.
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Aims

➢Provide members of the judiciary, lawyers in private practice, prison staff and probation officers with the 
necessary tools to ensure a uniform application of EU law in the field of deprivation or restriction of liberty 
and Council of Europe standards;

➢ Enhance cross-border mutual legal assistance and recognition of decisions within the context of detention;

➢ Raise awareness of issues around detention, improving conditions and finding alternatives;

➢ Offer a better understanding and enhanced knowledge of relevant ECtHR and CJEU case-law and their 
relevance to (legal) practitioners’ work within the EU and wider European legal framework;

➢ Offer an exchange of best and promising practice and an exchange of experience in matters relating to 
the relevant framework decisions;

➢ Create an informal network between judicial and legal practitioners, as well as prison staff and probation 
officers throughout the EU and beyond.

➢ Improve the digital skills and to exchange ideas and discuss new perspectives on new digital possibilities 
in areas of common interest.

➢ Train 250 practitioners in the interactive seminars and 150 practitioners in the up to five webinars. 
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Partners

➢Romanian National Institute of Magistracy (NIM)

➢Lithuanian Courts Administration 

➢Council of Europe

➢European Judicial Training Network (EJTN)

➢European Criminal Bar Association (ECBA)

➢Confederation of European Probation (CEP)

➢European Organisation of Prison and Correctional Services (EuroPris)

➢Polish National School of Judiciary and Public Prosecution (KSSiP)

➢Centre for Judicial Studies, Portugal (CEJ)

➢Romanian National Institute of Magistracy (NIM)

➢Lithuanian Courts Administration 

➢European Forum for Restorative Justice (EFRJ)

➢Antigone – European Prison Observatory

➢Romanian National Administration of Penitentiaries
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Activities

•The European Prison Rules as a standard setter for European prison conditions, relevant 
ECtHR case law and alternatives to detention

➢ Strasbourg, Council of Europe, 15-16 May 2025

➢EN only, 50 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors, lawyers, as well as prison 
staff and probation officers.

➢The supervision of matters relating to detention: The CoE's & international bodies' work on improving 
conditions. Focus on CoE's legal body, i.e. European Prison Rules, and the work of the CPT; alternatives 
to imprisonment, also looking at good practices in prison management, as well as matters of prison 
overcrowding, foreign nationals, juvenile detention and psychological issues of prisoners. Presentation 
and analysis of the work done by the European Prison Monitoring Centre (Antigone) and other actors in 
the field. 
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Activities

•FD 829

➢Webinar, 17 June 2025

➢EN only, 30 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors, lawyers, as well as prison 
staff and probation officers

•FD 947

➢Webinar, 24 September 2025

➢EN only, 30 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors, lawyers, as well as prison 
staff and probation officers 
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Activities

•Framework Decisions 829 and 947 and their impact on alternatives to detention

•Vilnius, LT Courts Administration, 4-5 December 2025

➢EN & LT, 50 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors, lawyers, as well as prison 
staff and probation officers

➢Best practice, viable alternatives, with a focus on matters such as electronic monitoring and 
other probationary measures, as well as restorative justice. The FDs as possible alternatives to 
the EAW will also be analysed, as will the work and research carried out by the CEP’s 
Probation Observatory and their expert group on the two framework decisions. Network and 
Training (PONT) and a greater focus on the lawyer’s role within the context of the FD 
proceedings.
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Activities

•EAW

➢Webinar, 2026

➢EN only, 30 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors and lawyers

•The EAW, pre-trial detention, mutual trust and legal assistance and alternatives 

•Krakow, KSSiP, 2026

➢EN & PL, 50 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors and lawyers

➢The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), ECtHR and CJEU case law in dealing with detention conditions and 
the application of mutual legal assistance instruments. Focus on case law, best practice and mutual trust and recognition of 
judicial decisions, as well as pre-trial detention, especially within the context of EAW proceedings and its impact within the 
context of prison and other conditions in the EU Member States. Presentation and analysis of work done by various actors 
in the field on pre-trial detention as a measure of last resort, such as in the projects DETOUR (ECBA) and PRE-TRIAD, as 
well as FRA’s digital tools to assist judges and other legal practitioners in EAW and other mutual legal assistance 
instrument decisions: criminal detention in the EU – conditions and monitoring & the European Fundamental Rights 
Information System (EFRIS). Alternatives to detention and the use of the EAW, such as the EIO and other digital 
technology in the justice system, such as videoconferencing, will also be presented and discussed.
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Activities

•FD 909

➢Webinar, 2026

➢EN only, 30 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors, lawyers and prison staff

•Framework Decision 909 and its impact on the transfer of prisoners

➢Lisbon, CEJ, 2026

➢EN & PT, 50 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors, lawyers and prison staff

➢A look at the practical use of FD 909 in relation to the imposition of custodial sentences and their 
enforcement in relation to prisoner transfers and probation, as well as issues with its proper use and how it 
interacts with the EAW. A more detailed look at foreign nationals within the context of FD 909, as well as the 
tools and material put together by EuroPris’ expert group on FD 909 via their resources book on transferring 
sentenced prisoners, e-learning material produced under the Steps2 project and their European Prison 
Information (EPIS) database on prison sentence execution.
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Activities

•EIO

➢Webinar, 2026

➢EN only, 30 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors and lawyers

•Framework Decisions 829 and 947 and their impact on alternatives to detention

•Bucharest, NIM, 2026

➢EN & RO, 50 participants, consisting of judges, prosecutors, lawyers, as well as prison staff 
and probation officers

➢Best practice, viable alternatives, with a focus on matters such as electronic monitoring and other 
probationary measures, as well as restorative justice. The FDs as possible alternatives to the EAW 
will also be analysed, as will the work and research carried out by the CEP’s Probation Observatory 
and their expert group on the two framework decisions. Network and Training (PONT) and a greater 
focus on the lawyer’s role within the context of the FD proceedings. This seminar will include a prison 
visit.
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ERA @ web

Keep up to date and follow ERA

facebook.com/eraTrier

linkedin.com/company/academy-of-european-law-era-

YouTube Channel ´Academy of European Law`
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Ramin Farinpour

Senior Lawyer, Course Director

European Criminal Law Section

E-mail: rfarinpour@era.int

Tel.: +49 651 937 37 310
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Thank you for 
your attention

WWW.EUROPEAN.LAW
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