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Domestic homicide is said to occur if the….“a death of a person 
aged 16 or over has, or appears to have, resulted from violence, 
abuse or neglect by a person to whom they were related or with 

whom they were, or had been, in an intimate relationship with, or a 
member of the same household as themselves”
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Statistics from April 2020- March 2021
(during the Coronavirus pandemic)

 Compared to the previous year, the overall homicide rate fell by 12% from 673 to 594.

But the rates didn’t reduce across all groups in the same way. There were some critical 
differences.

 The number of men killed was 16% lower than the previous year (495 to 416 victims)
 The number of women killed stayed the same (117 victims)

 The number of people killed in public spaces fell by 27% (350 to 255 victims)
 The number of people killed in a residential setting increased by 5% (323 to 339 victims)

 Non-domestic homicides fell by 17% compared to the previous year (508 to 420 victims)
 The rates of domestic homicide were similar to the previous year (114 to 121 victims)





Familicide:

The killing of 
a spouse 
along with 
one or more 
children 

Male



Women who kill their current/ ex- partners
 More likely than their male counterparts to have a history of victimisation (Lyvosa & Salas, 2020)

 Male victims more likely to have been a perpetrator of IPV before their death than female victims (Lyvosa & Salas, 
2020)
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Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs)

 Statutory requirement since 2011

 Multi-agency approach to reviewing the nature, 
circumstances and lessons to be learnt from each domestic 
homicide.

 The intention of DHRs is to improve practice and preventing 
future domestic homicides.

 DHRs sit outside of criminal justice proceedings so they can be 
undertaken in response to suspected murder, infanticide, and 
suicides that are considered to be motivated by abuse. 



Key findings from analysis of DHRs
(Home Office 2022)

Victims
 61% had vulnerabilities
 64% had been targeted by the 

perpetrator before
 64% involved aggregating factors, of 

which Coercive Control was the 
most common

Perpetrators
 71% considered to be vulnerable

 Approximately 60% were thought to 
have previous offending

 62% were sentenced to murder, 25% 
were sentenced to manslaughter
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Qualitative review of DHRs 
(Chantler et al., 2019)
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Home Office (2016)
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Group discussion 

 What are the domestic homicide rates like in your country? Are they 
similar or different? Why do you think that is? 

 How good is your data about domestic homicides? What can it tell 
you? What influence could you have on the data that is collected 
and analysed?

 How are domestic homicides in your country learnt from, if at all? 
How could you have an influence?

 How much is known about non-intimate domestic homicides in your 
country (e.g. killing of parents, siblings, children, other family 
members).
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