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Tools in prison and probation

Å Core Risk Assessment Tools: one in prison, two in 
probation (static and dynamic risk assessment tools) 

Å Tools for Violent Offenders : 

Å in prisons: VRAG-R (it is currently being introduced); VRS 
(is planned);

Å in probation: static and dynamic risk assessment tools  for 
violent offenders

Å Tools for Sexual Offenders :

Å Static-99R is used in probation (since 2010) and will be 
introduced in prisons

Å Stable-2007 is used in probation (since 2010)

Å Acute-2007 is used in probation (since 2010)

Å VRS:SO is planned to introduce in near future

3



When offence - specific risk 
assessment tools is/will be used?
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Risk assesment of sexual offenders 
in practice

Pre - trial stage
Pre-sentence reports (Pre -sentence reports are based on risk and need 
assessment, part of presentence report is recommendation for courts 
regarding to length of sentence and content)

Sentence enforcement stage
In prisons: offence -specific risk assessment tools is not used yet
In  probation (Static -99R; Stable -2007; Acute -2007):
Å Risk and needs assessment (within first few weeks,  if the sex 

offender is/will be under supervision; for sentence planning, to 
impose conditions/obligations, intensity, goals and tasks 
criminogenic needs); 

Å Structured individual sessions and group work sessions in probation:
Å sentence planning 
Å work with criminogenic needs, based on risk level (face to face; 

allocation to group work treatment; dynamics and changes 
within supervision time) 

Å STIS and cooperation with other partners 
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Who can make a risk assessment for 
sexual offenders?

Trained probation officers who received 64 h training and are 
certified for work with sexual offenders:

1. Training: 
Å Module 1 (5 days; 32 hours): Introduction to sex offender management 

(theory, methods and techniques for work with sex offenders, motivation 
for change and therapeutic interviewing, good life model, thinking errors, 
emotional management, general and sexual self-regulation, e.tc.);

Å Module 2 (3 days;  18 hours): Scoring the Static-99R, Stable-2007, Acute-
2007;

Å Module 3 ( 1 day; 5 hours): Supervision of sex offender in community;

Å Module 4 (1 day; 7 hours): Pre-sentence and social reports for sexual 
offenders.

2. Certification and re - certification of PO:
Å Certification: exam in three parts (risk assessment, sexual offender 

supervision, preparation of assessment reports)

Å Re-certification: participation in knowledge and skills maintenance 
trainings and conferences, case analysis with a consultant and participation 
in peer review meetings
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Practicalities of doing risk assessment 

Å access to information

Å specialist knowledge and skills for risk assessment and risk 
management

Å risk communication and understanding of risk

Å interventional dose based on risk

Å the availability of services / interventions that are 
appropriate for risk and needs
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STATIC - 99 and STABLE - 2007 has successfully introduced 
for work with sex ual offenders in Latvia!

Evidance:
ÅValidity Research: Static - 99R; STABLE - 2007 (Research is 
being carried out in the European Social Fund Project 
No.9.1.3.0/16/001 «Raising the Efficiency of 
Resocialization System» )
ÅResearch team: Dr. psych. JeƦena ƥevina(Head of the Risk 
and Needs Assessment Unit ); Dr. sc.soc. Anvars Zavackis
(Senior Researcher , Risk and Needs Assessment Unit (Prison 
administration) and Training and Research Unit (Probation 
Service ); Mg. psych. Kriġus Ancƃns(Senior Reasercher , Risk 
and Needs Assessment Unit )

prezentǕcijas nosaukums  |  8

Our success story!

Datums, vieta



Research sample:

Å sample size n = 388 

Å all Latvian 18+ year -old male adults 

Å convicted of the «A» category sexual offence

Å released from a prison or convicted with non -custodial 
measure

Å assessed by PO from 2010 till 2016 with Static -99R 
and STABLE -2007

prezentǕcijas nosaukums  |  9

Validity Research: Static -99R and STABLE-007 

Datums, vieta



The purposes were:

Å To evaluate the predictive accuracy of the Latvian version of Static -99R;

Å To evaluate the predictive accuracy of the Latvian version of STABLE -2007;

Å To evaluate whether the Latvian version of STABLE -2007 incrementally 
added to the predictive accuracy of the Latvian version of Static -99R for 
sexual reoffence.

Research findings:

Å The Latvian version of Static -99R is a valid risk prediction instrument in LR.

Å The Latvian version of STABLE -2007 is a valid risk prediction instrument in 
LR.

Å The Latvian version of STABLE -2007 incrementally adds to the predictive 
accuracy of the Latvian version of Static -99R for sexual reoffence?

The research was funded by the European Social Fund Project No.9.1.3.0/16/001 
«Raising the Efficiency of Resocialization System». 

First presented at the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers 37th Annual 
Research & Treatment Conference (Vancouver,  October 17 -20, 2018); oral 
presentation «Sex Offenders Risk Assessment: The validity of the Latvian Versions of 
Static -99R and STABLE -2007».

Validity Research: Static-99R and STABLE -2007 



Next steps/priorities

o To finish the study on predictive validity of Static -99R and the 
predictive and incremental validity of STABLE -2007 
(publication of results)

o Introduction of Static -99R into prison system

o System to support professional resilience of sex -offender 
specialists:
Å Professional development
Å Individual supervisions
Å Maintenance of professional community and horizontal 

communication

o Risk com munication
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Thank you for your attention!

Anvars Zavackis

E-mail: anvars.zavackis@vpd.gov.lv

mailto:anvars.zavackis@vpd.gov.lv


Sex Offender Risk Assessment

in the Netherlands

Wineke Smid

De Forensische Zorgspecialisten

wsmid@dfzs.nl

CEP, Riga, 22 november 2018



Stop sexual abuse
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Higher risk requires more intensive 

intervention: Risk assessment!

RISK



Positive

ÅProbation officers do most of the pre trial risk 

assessments for sex offenders (specialized 

assessment by NIFP)

ÅProbation officers are all (being) trained in the use 

of Static/Stable/Acute: making standard use of 

appropriate actuarial risk assessment





Static-99R is validated in the Netherlands, Stable 

validation is underway
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Challenges

ÅStatic-99R is feasible, but the Stable-2007 appears 

to be difficult, many probation officers struggle



Challenges

ÅThe actuarial assessment is wrapped up in an overall 

clinical judgmenté



?







Risk factors



Structured Professional Judgment or 

Clinical override/adjustment
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+/-

Structured Professional Judgment or 

Clinical override/adjustment





Recommendations

ÅMake it as easy as possible:

ÅChoose a single appropriate actuarial instrument 

(including both static and dynamic risk factors) and 

apply it conscientiously (best you can) by 

specialized teams who want to do this work, 

acquire experience and stay informed on new 

developments.



Recommendations

ÅMake it as easy as possible: 

ÅChoose a single appropriate actuarial instrument 

(including both static and dynamic risk factors) and 

apply it conscientiously (best you can) by 

specialized teams who want to do this work, 

acquire experience and stay informed on new 

developments.

ÅAlways report the result of the actuarial assessment 

and if there is any (exceptional) reason for 

adjustment, add it and support it with literature



E.g. if a delusion is 

directly related to the 

offense behavior

(Rare) exceptions dó exist



How are we doing in the 

Netherlands with regard to the 

Risk principle?  



No Outpatient Inpatient

Rapists of the highest (Static-99R) risk level



No Outpatient Inpatient

Child molesters of the lowest (Static-99R) risk level



ÁWaste of resources, the low risk will 
not decrease significantly

Á It is possible that their risk might even 
increase:

No intensive treatment for 

low risk offenders







Standard use of actuarial risk assessment 
and actions based on its results
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ASSESSINGRISK
IN ITALY: BAD NEWS AND GOOD
NEWS
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ABOUT ME

ÅCarla Maria Xella, psychotherapist, expert in trauma therapy

and EMDR

ÅSince2005 Iõvebeenworkingasgrouptherapistwith sex 

offendersin Milan and Rome, Italy

CMX 2018



WHY I AM HERE

ÅCoordinator of the Rome chapterof C.I.P.M.

ÅMemberof the Board and Presidentof the ScientificCommitteeof CoNTRAS-TI

ÅMemberof ATSA International Committee

Is a network of professionals, University 

Departments, associations  involved in 

sexual offending prevention and treatment, 

aimed to

Åshare experiences and best practices

Åtalk to public institutions with a louder 

voice

ÅBuild and maintain contacts with others 

similar association abroad (ATSA)

CMX 2018

C.I.P.M. (Centro Italianoper la 

PromozionedellaMediazione), an 

association that promotes Restorative 

Justice. C.I.P.M. runs Services for the 

treatment of sex offenders both in 

prison and in the community in Milan, 

Rome, Pavia, Bolzano.



231 correctionalfacilitiesfor adults

Mostlyovercrowded:  58759 inmates

(>7000 more thanthe availableplaces)

Convicted of sex crimes:  3900

CMX 2018



THE 2014 RECOMMENDATION

ÅRecommendation CM/Rec(2014)3 of the Committee of Ministers to member States 

concerning dangerous offenders ( including dangerous sex offenders)

ÅóDangerous offenders, like all offenders, should be treated with respect for their human 

rights and fundamental freedoms (part 1, 3)ó 

ÅòRestriction and intervention measures should not be disproportionate to the level of risk 

(part 1, 4)ó

ÅòRisk assessment should be conducted in an evidence-based, structured manner, 

incorporating appropriate validated tools and professional decision making. (part III, 28)ó

CMX 2018



THISCOULD BE A VERYBRIEF SPEECHé

CMX 2018



YES,  YOU GOT THE POINT

ÅJusticeSystem in Italydoesnõtrequestsa risk assessmentfor sexual

offenders, 

ÅNeither for the purposeof allowbenefits aswork permit or 

conditionalrelease

Å«scientificobservationof personality» (ex art 4bis cpp)

Å hugeworkloadof professionalsin charge

ÅPositive participationto specificrehabilitationprograms(ex art 13 L.272/2012)

ÅOften no programto participateto

ÅNor whenthe aggressor is to go back in the community
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THE ITALIAN PARADOX

ÅGreat social alarm, long sentences

BUT

ÅNo registry, supervision, follow up or control once released

SO

ÅMore social alarmface to (very mediatised) new casesand 

relapses

ÅMore punishmentevoked(expeciallyregardingimmigrants)

CMX 2018



NEVERTHELESSé.

ÅSome professionals ðpsychologist, social workers, criminologists ðface to the lack of any 

training provided by official Italian channels, have created connections with Institutions 

and professional abroad, mostly Canada, USA and UK

ÅThanks to these connections a number of treatment programs have been (and still are) 

delivered, both in prison and in the community.

ÅNo public funding, no mandatory treatment. 

ÅMany differences, some follow international guidelines, some donõt

City delivered by

MODENA LDV Modena/ AUSL Modena Prison/Community

BOLZANO Ass. Don  Giuseppe Girelli Community

TORINO/VERCELLIS.I.S.P.Se Torino Prison/Community

MILANO TIAMA Milano Community

MILANO CIPM Milano Prison/Community

TORINO Gruppo Abele Torino Community

PAVIA CIPM Pavia Prison/Community

ROMA CIPM Roma Prison/Community

CMX 2018



AND WHAT ABOUT RISKASSESSMENT?

ÅAs reported in the ATSA Forum of winter 2017, the most commonly used 

risk assessment tools for sexual recidivism are Static 99R and STABLE 

2007.

ÅSo far, these tools havenõt been translated and validated for Italy

ÅNevertheless, some professionals have become certified users for the 

available versions and are using them as clinical tools during treatment 

programs, mainly in order to identify and manage criminogenic needs 

during the detention and, when possible, in the community.
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AN ATTEMPT:  THE RISKMATRIX2000

ÅTranslated by Garomboet al (2015) and validated with a sample of 308 

inmates convicted for sexual aggression 

ÅBUT NOT IMPLEMENTED BY CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.

ÅSo, used «on request» by some prison social worker

ÅToo often used as a kind of òtriageó to assess risk in order to allow 

alternative measures (support to òscientific observationó) not as a tool for 

risk management in the community

«The current legalsystemdoesnot allowusto carry

out an externalvalidationof this instrument.

While in manycountriesit is possibleto find data, 

over time, to evaluatepossiblerecidivism

throughthe Offender Index or archivesof the Police 

Force, in Italyall this is not possiblefor two principal

reasons: 

Å our legalsystemdoesnot providea national

database from where to obtaininformation about

demographicand psychologicalcharacteristicsof 

offendersand 

Å our legalsystemdoesnot providea monitoring

phaseafter a period of detention».
(Garomboet al., ib)
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THE GOOD NEWS

ÅIn November2016,  asa memberof C.I.P.M. and CONTRAS-TI, I wasauditedby 

the Councilfor Child Protectionof EqualOpportunitiesDepartment(Ministryof 

Justice) alongwith C.I.P.M. President, Paolo Giulini.

ÅAs a consequenceof the audit, an officialproject of translationand validationof 

Static99R and STABLE hasbeenapprovedand (most important!) fundedby the 

Government

ÅPartnersof the project are the Ministryof Justice, the Carabinieri Force and the 

no-profit organizationC.I.P.M. 

ÅThe traslationwill be verifiedby Franca Cortoni,  ATSAõsPresident
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A CHANGEOF PERSPECTIVE

ÅThe aimof the project is

Å«Definition of a pattern of clinical-criminologicalassessment, in order to 

assessrisk of recidivismand to definerisk management for those

convictedfor sexualaggressive behavior.

ÅThe pattern will include: life story, criminalrecords, levelof denial

assessmentand assessmentof sexualand violent recidivismrisk.

ÅThe resultsWILL BE USED TO DEFINE SPECIFIC TREATMENT GOALS 

FOR EACH SUBJECT."
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WHEREWEARE

ÅThe traslationis in progress

ÅThe Ministryof Justiceacceptedto providedata aboutsexualand violent

recidivism,  basedon the numberof convictionsfor the samekind of 

crime

ÅThe pattern of assessmentand interventionSHOULDbe implementedasa 

nationalformat, asa result of the project

CMX 2018



carla.xella@gmail.com
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Risk assessment in 

Belgium
KASIA UZIEBLO

GHENT UNIVERSITY (BELGIUM)

DE FORENSISCHE ZORGSPECIALISTEN (THE NETHERLANDS)
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1. Belgium: 

A short 

introduction 
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1. Belgium: A 
short 
introduction 

u Structure

u 5 judicial areas

u 27 judicial districts

u 187 judicial 
cantons

u Responsibilities:

u Justice: Federal 
Level

u Department of 
Welfare, Public 
Health, & Family: 
Flanders
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2. When it all started : Marc Dutroux 65



3. The Belgian public and political attitudes to 

sex offenders and their risk

u Attitudes
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BELGIAN ATTITUDES: AN 

EXAMPLE

e.g., the Radio -DJ (Ghent, 

2018)
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