
• Self presentation. This presentation was developed in partnership with Mr. 
Valentin Schiaucu the Educational manager of the Probation Department in 
Romania. 

• Intentions: to explore the possibilities of establishing European Curriculum in 
Probation by trying offer some answers to a certain number of questions:

1. What is a educational curriculum?
2. What are the premises to have such a program ?
3. What would be the right university level for such a program ?
4. What would be the benefits and the risks of such a program?
In the end I propose some questions to help us think about this idea in a 

structured way. 
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•The term curriculum appears for the first time in documents of Leiden University 
(1582) and Glasgow University (1633). 
•The first document that mentions this concept is "The Oxford English Dictionary" 
(OED) meaning "mandatory course for training or study, held in a school or 
university". 
•In a more recent understanding, a core educational curriculum could be defined 
as “a set of knowledge, skills and behaviours mandatory for all the students”.

f•According to these definitions, an educational curriculum means actually a core 
educational curriculum.  
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Now it is recognized that the Council and the Parliament may adopt such 
minimum rules  for certain particularly serious crime: terrorism, trafficking in 
human beings, illicit drug trafficking etc. The Treaty also recognizes that other 
serious crimes may be added to the list with the consent of the MS.   
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We all know that starting with 2011 probation decisions may be transferred 
between EU members states under certain conditions. After this moment an 
offender can be convicted in one state and execute the sanction in another. 
Obviously this process will increase the interaction between states and facilitate a 
common approach to probation issues.     
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•Each of the 8 levels is defined by a set of descriptors indicating the learning 
outcomes relevant to qualifications at that level in any system of qualifications.
•In the context of EQF, knowledge is described as theoretical and/or factual.
•In the context of EQF, skills are described as cognitive (involving the use of 
logical, intuitive and creative thinking) and practical (involving manual dexterity 
and the use of methods, materials, tools and instruments).
•In the context of EQF, competence is described in terms of responsibility and 
autonomy.
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If we look closely to these descriptors we will see that the right level for our 
probation officers is Level 7 – the equivalent of the Masters degree – read !!   
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For instance, there are differences between countries in terms of the sanctioning 
system as there are differences among countries in terms of the understanding or 
the content of each sanction. In some countries the concept of supervision 
involves both surveillance and assistance. In others supervision is just 
surveillance.    
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It would look like a “menu based” master degree with 120 credits and 8 
compulsory and 8 optional courses.  
Courses like Introduction to criminal justice might be tailored and adapted to the 
students profile. The group of students from Germany may attend the course on 
Introduction to CJ in Germany. Leading lecturers might be recruited from all over 
the world to teach in there area of expertise: Rob Canton and Anton van 
Kalmthout might be convinced to teach European standards on probation. Shadd 
Maruna and Fergus McNeill could take over desistance based probation practice.Maruna and Fergus McNeill could take over desistance based probation practice. 
Martine Evans and Frieder Dunkel might teach probation work in prisons and so 
on.  
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