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Assistance to Dutch 
detainees in foreign 
countries



Scale of the problem

• World Champion

• October 2008    2,560

• Within EU  >  1,500

• Central + South America   681 

• US   74  



What kind of assistance?

• Treaty of Vienna 1963 
allows us:

1. Supervison of  Judicial   
Process

2. Supervison of circumstances
of detention  



How do we provide 
assistance?

• Starts with a visit by the 
Embassy

• Tracking system “Prison”
Visits min. twice a year

• As soon as possible assistance 
by Netherlands Probation Service 
and Foundation Epafras 



Our clients, who are they?

• Age     < 20         1 %
• 20 -30    23 %
• 30-40     28 %
• 40-50     28 %
• 50-60     14 %
• >60          6 %

• Prison record in Netherlands  
70 % 



Our clients, who are they?

• 57 % born outside the 
Netherlands 

• 30 % double nationality

• 83 % drugs



Transfer of Prisoners

• Transfer of prisoners with > 60 
countries

• > 200 cases a year

• Mostly based on multilateral 
agreement

• Increasingly bilateral



Future

• More detainees European 
Arrest Warrant

• After 2010 European prisoners 
swap

• More media interest through 
EAW



Prevention

• Possibly increase of 
communication effort   

• Now
- Iron paradise
- drugssmokkel.nl
- TV series
- educat.material schools
- campaign in prisons


